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and the Friends of the Allen Public Library say 

"Thank you!" to all the people, organizations, and businesses 
that made this project possible for 2018. 
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This project was made possible in part with a grant from Humanities Texas 

the state affil iate of the National Endowment for the Humanities ' 

and also by generous individuals like former APL Director Barbara Buehler. 
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Save These Dates! 
Thursday, October 4, 6:30-8:30 PM, Allen Public Library 
Celebrating Differences (see page 11) 

Sunday, October 7, 2-4:30 PM, APL Civic Auditorium 
Family Concert, Allen Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra 
(see page 9) 

Wednesday, October 10, 2-4 PM, Allen Senior Center, 
Tea & Talk (see page 10) 

Thursday, October 18, 6-8 PM, APL Civic Auditorium & 
Gallery, Author Talk and Book Signing with Kimberly 
Brubaker Bradley (see page 6) 

Library Book Clubs: 
Wednesday, September 19, 7-8 PM 
Wednesday, October 3, Noon-1 PM 
Tuesday, October 9, 7-8 PM (see page 7) 

THE WAR THAT 
SAVED MY LIFE_,,.... 

•i.......- .... _.~.,.,. 


.......,_... . ,...... ~. 


Celebrating Differences 

Thursday, October 4, 2018, 6:30-8:30 PM 

APL Civic Auditorium 


• Coping with special needs in your family? 

• 	 Feeling overwhelmed but you don't know where to 
turn? 

• Worried about your child's future? 

Come hear local experts discuss ways for famil ies to cope 
with their loved ones who have special needs. Topics will 
include effective ways to discipline kids, financial planning 
and how to help children transition into adulthood. 

We will also hold a Resource Fair where families will have 
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the opportunity to get more information from a variety of 
local businesses and service organizations who offer spe
cific services for special needs children. 

In addition, the Children's section of the Library will have 
play stations set up from 7-8 PM introducing Library 
resources to our families. 

Please join us for this FREE event - all supervised kids are 
welcome, too! 



TEA& TALK 

Wednesday .................................... 

October 10, 2018 

2-4 PM 

at the 

Allen Senior Recreation 
Center I•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••,.• 

Allen Reads and the Allen Senior Rec. Center invite members of 
our community to join us for a Tea & Talk. Ladies & gentlemen, bring 
your favorite tea cup and, if you have one, a meaningful wartime 
photograph. We would love to hear your stories as we discuss vari
ous themes drawn from Allen Reads 2018 book selection The War 
That Saved My Life, all while sipping some international teas and en
joying delicious treats! 

Tickets will be sold for $12 (Tea 
only) or $22 (Tea with a copy of 
the book) at the Allen Senior Rec. 
Center Info Desk or online at 
www.allenparks.org. Use regis
tration number 8685. 

The street address is 
451 St Mary Dr., Allen, TX 75002 

Phone number: 214-509-4820 

Welcome to the Allen Reads Program 

For the 11th year, Allen joins cities across 
the country participating in a community 
"one book" project that involves everyone 
reading and discussing the same book. 

Everyone in Allen, from grandparents to 
kids, can have "one book" to share and 
discuss with family and friends. Turn the 
page to see the books! 

Get Involved 
Check out AllenFriends.org for upcoming 

dates and links to discussion questions 

and activities for all three Allen Reads 

selections; share the book with others; join 

a discussion group; and be sure to attend 

one of the many special events at the 

Library. 


Come Be Part of the Fun! 

The programs for If you have enjoyed 
this year are participating in Allen 
planned and funded, Reads and would like 
and we are already to be involved in fu
starting to think ture planning, contact 
about 2019. It's our Anita Moghe, 
volunteers that ajmoghe@gmail.com 

make all this hap

pen. 
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The Main Book 
The War That Saved My Life 

by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 

A Newbery Award winner for 
2016. The historical details, 
character development, tight 
plot, and rich layered themes 
make this firecracker sizzle. 
Ten-year-old Ada has a club
foot and is kept locked in her 
family's one bedroom apart
ment while her six-year-old 
brother, Jamie, roams free in 
London, England. Mam hits her 
two children and punishes Ada 
by locking her in the cabinet 
under the sink. World War 11 is 
about to happen, and parents 
are sending children to the 
countryside for safety. The iron
ic title of this book refers not 
only to the physical war, but the 
internal and daily battles faced 
by the characters. War is about 
death and destruction, not sav
ing; however, there are times 
when "some things are worth 
fighting for." Most people didn't 
want to go to war and avoided it 
until it became necessary. For 
Ada, "There are all kinds of 
wars." The author keeps build
ing on various themes and ad
vances the plot pointing to 
those themes. 

Author Event 

Thursday 


October 18, 2018 

6-BPM 


APL Civic Auditorium 

(see more 

on pg.6) 


Family Concert 
Allen Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra 

Join us on Sunday, October 7th, as the Allen Philharmonic 

Symphony Orchestra presents a family concert designed to 

reinforce the 

Allen Reads ,,._~ 
Children will 
instrument 
and music 
and Coco 

themes of the 2018 
··,1~ / book selections. 
\ 1 ~b- learn about the 

\ ~ q families of the orchestra; i ~-- from Spiderman, Moana, 
,: remind us that 

sometimes we have to put others before ourselves. 

Arrive at 2 PM for the Instrument Petting Zoo. 

Be sure to stay for the concert at 3 PM. 

Movie Nights 

ALLen Reads hosted two movies this summer in the APL 
Civic Auditorium: 

• A Dolphin's Tale at 7 PM on Monday, 8/6/18 

• Black Beauty (1994) at 7 PM on Monday, 8/13/18 

These are stories that empower young people 
a theme from our Allen Reads books and a message to 
share with your children . 



Discussion Questions: The War that Saved My Life 

The 2018 book selection is a Newbery Honor winner from best
selling author Kimberly Brubaker Bradley that has received rave 
reviews from young readers and adults alike. The story is told 
from the perspective of Ada, a 10-year-old girl living in poverty in 
England during World War II, who recounts the adventures and 
life changes she and her brother experience while living with a 
single woman in the country. Both Ada and Susan learn much 
from each other, about life, living, and loving. 

1. 	 Describe Ada. What does Ada really want in life? 
2. 	 What is a clubfoot? Why did Mam think Ada was "bad" be

cause she was born with a clubfoot? How did meeting other 
people help Ada gain a different perspective on her disabil
ity? 

3. 	 Describe the relationship between Ada and Jamie. Why 

does Jamie want to go back home to Mam? 


4. 	 Freedom is a major theme in this book. Look at page 86 

where Miss Smith and Ada talk about the meaning of free

dom. Why is freedom important in this story? What does 

freedom mean to you? 


5. 	 Describe Miss Smith. How does she empower both Ada and 
Jamie in different ways? How do Ada and Jamie help her? 

6. 	Why was Butter so important to Ada? How did Butter help 
her learn persistence and confidence? Do you have a pet or 
a hobby that makes you feel like Ada feels when she rides 
Butter? 

7. 	 Ada, Jamie, and Miss Smith tell several small lies to each 
other in this story. What is the difference between telling lies 
and being a liar? 

8. 	 How does the war change people, regardless of their social 
class? What role did women play in the war? 

9. 	 How did you feel at the end of the story? Which characters 
do you have empathy for? Who changed the most from the 
beginning to the end of this story? 

10.The title of the book seems like a paradox since we often 
associate war with loss of life. What is a "paradox"? Discuss 
how this war saved Ada' 

The Companion Books 

Diana's White House Garden 
by Elisa Carbone 

Diana Hopkins lived in a white house. 
THE White House. World War II is in full 
force across the seas. It is 1943, Presi
dent Roosevelt is in office, and Diana's 
father, Harry Hopkins, is his chief advisor. 
And Diana wants to be part of the war 
effort. After some well-intentioned mis
steps (her quarantine sign on her father's 
office door was not well-received), the 
President requests her help with his new
est plan for the country's survival: Victory 
Gardens! 
From award-winning author Elisa Car
bone comes the true story of how Diana 
Hopkins started her own Victory Garden 
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on the White House lawn un
der the tutelage of Eleanor 
Roosevelt. With dedication and 
patience, she showed the na
tion that the war effort started 
first on the home front. 

A Hat for Mrs. Goldman: A Story 
About Knitting and Love 
by M ichelle Edwards 

Mrs. Goldman always knits hats for 
everyone in the neighborhood, and 
Sophia, who thinks knitting is too hard, 
helps by making the porn-porns. But 
now winter is here, and Mrs. Goldman 
herself doesn't have a hat-she's too 
busy making hats for everyone else! 
It's up to Sophia to buckle down and 

knit a hat for Mrs. Goldman. 
But try as Sophia might, the 
hat turns out lumpy, the stitch
es aren't even, and there are 
holes where there shouldn't be 
holes. Sophia is devastated 
until she gets an idea that will 
make Mrs. Goldman's hat the 
most wonderful of all. Readers 
both young and old will relate 
to Sophia's frustrations, as well 
as her delight in making some
thing special for someone she 
loves. 



Author 	Talk & Book Signing 

Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
Allen Public Library 

Thursday, October 18, 2018, 6-8 PM 

A Chemistry major in college, then a one-time medical student, 
Kimberly Brubaker Bradley quit medical school to follow her 
dream of writing for younger audiences. She began writing in col
lege by working as a freelance writer for equestrian magazines 
which later influenced her to write the award winning The War 
That Saved My Life. She has just published a sequel to that as 
well, The War I Finally Won. 

Please join Allen Reads' 2018 Guest Author Kimberly Brubaker 
Bradley as she shares her insights of her book The War That 
Saved My Life. 

Following this presentation, we will serve light refreshments dur
ing our Meet & Greet and end our program with a book signing. 
Copies of her books will be available for purchase. 

This event is FREE and open to the public! 

Book Discussions at the Library 

Ladies Night Out 
Wednesday, September 19, 7-8 PM 

Noontime Pageturners 

Wednesday, October 3, Noon-1 PM 

Let's Talk Dewey 
Tuesday, October 9, 7-8 PM 

All discussions are about 

The War That Saved My Life 

All Book Clubs meet 

in the 2nd Floor Program Room of the Library 
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